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by the Duranis as far as the fort of Girishk, near the
fords of the Helmancl. Although its fortifications are
slight, the strong position of Girishk on the main route
and in the vicinity of supplies has at all times invested
it with strategic importance. About midway between it
and Kandahar is Khushk-i-jSTakhud, mournfully signalised
in 1880 by the defeat of General Burrows at the hands
of Ayub Khan.

Kandahar, the chief city of the south, lies in a level
cultivated plain about 7 miles wide, bounded by low hills
between the Arghand-ab and Tarnak Pavers. It forms
an irregular oblong of about 3 miles circuit, enclosed by
a substantial baked-mud wall 27 feet high. Towards the
north end is the citadel, shut off by a massive mud wall,
and to the west the tomb of Ahmad Shah, within an
octagonal structure surmounted by a golden dome. The
population is variously estimated at from 50,000 to
80,000, of whom the Hindkis are the wealthiest class.
During the British occupation they have always developed
a profitable trade with Bombay through Shikarpur and
Karachi, but at other times are subject to heavy imposts.
They import British produce, such as silks, calicoes,
muslins, chintzes, rnerinoes, woollen and broad cloths,
cutlery, needles, paper, besides indigo, spice, sugar, drugs,
and other Indian produce. Their exports consist of
madder, asafoetida, wool, dried fruits, tobacco, raw silk,
besides such Persian goods as carpets, copper utensils,
arms, turquoises, gold and silver braid, horses and
"yabus," or baggage ponies. Whenever the railway is
completed to tliis place Kandahar must become the great
emporium of British and Indian produce for Central Asia.
Its chief manufactures are silks, felts, and rosaries, of a
soft crystallised silicate of magnesia. The melons, grapes,
and other feufts of the district are abundant and of
excellent quality.